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Northwich  Rural  District  Council, 


Health  Report,  1945. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Northwich  Rural 

District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  essential  matters 
affecting  the  Public  Health  of  the  District  during  the  year  1945. 

Section  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57,547  acres 

Population  —  Registrar  General's  latest 

estimate  of  population  ...  ...  ...  28,460 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1945)  ...  8,711 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £158,662 

Bum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  £626 


The  following  extracts  from  vital  statistics  of  the  year  relate 
to  net  births  and  deaths  after  correction  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers  by  the  Registrar- General. 


Live  Births 

Stillbirths 
Deaths. . . 


{ 

/ 

l 


Total. 

Legitimate .  445 


Illegitimate  .. 
Legitimate  .. 
Illegitimate. . 


50 

8 

3 

330 


M. 

263 

25 

4 

3 

166 


F. 

182 

25 

4 


)  Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the  esti- 
J  mated  resident  population...  1739 
\  Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and 
-  /  still)  births  ...  ...  2173 

164  Death  Rate  per  1000  of  the  esti¬ 
mated  resident  population  ...11 '59 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar-General’s 
Short  List): — 

Deaths.  Rate  per  1000  total 

(live  and  still)  births. 

No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  —  •••  •••  — 

No.  30  Other  puerperal  causes  2  ...  ...  ...  3'95 


Total 


2 


3'95 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1 ,000 live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  50  50 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  49  43 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  60  00 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Gough  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  ...  2 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  —  1945. 

(Taken  from  the  Registrar-General’s  Tables). 


Males. 

Females 

Total 

1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

2.  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

— - 

— 

— 

4.  Whooping  Cough... 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Diphtheria... 

— 

— 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  .. 

12 

4 

16 

7.  Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

— 

2 

2 

8.  Syphilitic  Diseases 

— 

1 

1 

9.  Influenza  ... 

1 

2 

3 

10.  Measles 

3 

— 

•> 

t) 

11.  Ac.  Polio-myel  :  and  Polio-enceph  :  ... 

— 

— 

12.  Ac.  :  inf :  enceph  : 

13.  Cancer  of  B  :  cav  :  &  oesoph  (M) 

1 

1 

uterus  (F) 

3 

•» 

O 

6 

14.  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

6 

8 

15.  Cancer  of  Breast  ... 

— 

5 

5 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

—  <-/ 

14 

36 

17.  Diabetes 

«> 

*) 

3 

18.  Intra-cran  :  vase  :  lesions 

16 

19 

35 

19.  Heart  Diseases  . 

51 

47 

98 

20.  Other  circulatory  diseases 

2 

5 

7 

21.  Bronchitis  ... 

1 1 

2 

13 

22.  Pneumonia  • 

1 

6 

7 

23.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1. 

1 

2 

24.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

4 

4 

25.  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

1 

1 

2 

26.  Appendicitis 

— 

2 

2 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases... 

2 

6 

8 

28.  Nephritis  ...  ...  . 

7 

8 

15 

29.  Puer  :&  post-abort :  sepsis 

— - 

— 

— 

30.  Other  Maternal  Causes  ... 

2 

2 

31.  Premature  Birth... 

4 

3 

7 

32.  Congenital  debility  and  Malformations 

4 

2 

6 

33.  Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

34  Road  Traffic  Acoi dents  ... 

2 

— 

2 

35.  Other  Violent  Causes 

5 

4 

9 

36  All  other  Causes  ... 

9 

18 

27 

166 

164 

330 

Section  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA. 


Adequate  arrangements  were  made  for  the  continuance  of 
the  Cleansing  Centre  Service  through  the  Joint  M.O.H.  Com¬ 
mittee  who  have  worked  the  Scabies  Order  in  the  North wich 
Rural  District  and  the  three  adjoining  County  Districts  since 
early  1942.  The  Northwich  Rural  patients  dealt  with  during 
1945  at  the  Northwich  and  Winsford  Cleansing  Centres  are 
recorded  under  Section  F. 
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The  North  wich  Urban  and  Winsford  Urban  Ambulance 
Services  have  continued  to  be  available  and  approximately  185 
Rural  patients  have  used  these  two  Services  during  the  year. 

In  view  of  the  rather  heavy  use  by  the  Rural  residents  of 
these  two  adjoining  Authorities’  Services,  the  Council  in 
September,  1945  purchased  an  ex  Civil  Defence  Ambulance  and 
steps  were  taken  to  improve  this  vehicle.  Owing  to  the 
difficulties  of  adapting  thisi  vehicle  it  did  not  come  on  to  the 
road  until  1946. 

Section  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

« 

Water. — During  the  course  of  the  year  47  samples  of  water 
were  submitted  to  the  Laboratories  for  chemical  and  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination,  with  the  following  results:  — 


Bacteriological  Examinations :  — 

Site. 

Private  Supply  —  Portal  Lodge,  Tarporley. 
(2  samples). 

Eddisbury  Borehole  (chlorinated)  —  (3 
samples). 

Tarporley  (Liverpool  Supply)  —  (2 

samples). 

Waterworks  House,  Cotebrook  (North wich 
U.D.  Supply)  —  (3  samples). 

Shrewsbury  Arms  (Winsford  U.D.  Supply) 
chlorinated  —  (2  samples). 

Davenham  Isolation  Hospital  (Middlewich 
U.D.  Supply)  —  chlorinated  —  (2 
samples). 

Three  Greyhounds  Inn  (North wich  R.D. 
Supply  to  Congleton  R.D.)  —  chlorin¬ 
ated  —  (2  samplesi) . 

Crabtree  Green  Waterworks  (3  samples). 

Rudheath  Parish. 

Wimboldsley  School  (Winsford  U.D. 
Supply). 

Sproston  Supply. 

1.1  Collectors  feeding  Crabtree  Green. 

Gresty’s,  Well,  Utkinton. 

Utkin  ton  School 


Anaiyst’s  Report. 


Satisfactorv 


Crabtree  Green  (raw)  —  (2  samples). 

Gresty’s  Well,  Utkinton.  )  “Border-1  ine  bacter- 

Wheeldon’s  Meadow  feeding  Crabtree  \  iological  quality.” 
Green.  ) 
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Utkinton  School. 
Eaton  Village  Well. 


“Entirely  unsatis¬ 
factory  bacter¬ 
iological  quality.” 


Hornby’s  Rough  Old  Supply  feeding 
Crabtree  Green  (2  samples). 


“Entirely  unsatis¬ 
factory  Eaecal 
B.  Coli  demon¬ 
strated. 


Chemical  Examinations :  — 


Site. 


Analyst’s  Report. 


Portal  Lodge,  Tarporley. 
Crabtree  Green  Waterworks. 
Eddisbury  Borehole. 


Satisfactory 


Waterworks  Cottage,  Cotebrook  (North wich 

U.D.  Supply).  ; 

As  a  measure  to  safeguard  the  Council’s  Supply,  13 
specimens  of  blood,  taken  from  the  Council’s  Waterworks  staff, 
were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  proved 
negative  to.  the  Typhoid  group  of  organisms. 

The  availability  of  the  supply  to  the  area  has  been  further 
extended  and  out  of  8,711  houses  only  559  are  not  supplied  from 
the  Council’s  public  supply.  There  are  47  houses  in  the  area 
receiving  a  public  supply  by  means,  of  standpipes. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  Birtwistle,  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  of  the  Council,  for  the  following  general  statement  on 
the  water  supply,  drainage,  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  of 
the  area, 

“Water  Supply  and  Sewerage. 

The  laying  of  new  water  mains  to  the  Utkinton  (Cotebrook 
and  Eaton  Villages)  has  been  completed  and  the  work  of 
connecting  up  the  various  farms,  dwelling  houses  and  two 
elementary  schools  is  drawing  to  completion,  64  properties 
having  been  connected  out  of  a  total  of  68  to  be  dealt  with. 
The  use  of  the  public  wells  at  both  villages,  and  particularly 
the  one  at  Eaton,  is  now  not  necessarv.  The  Oulton  Park 
Estate  have  been  informed  that  they  may  now  connect  their 
Oulton  Lowe  farms  and  properties  to  the  Council’s  mains  and 
take  a  bulk  supply  from  the  Council  to  augment  their  supply 
obtained  from  the  Liverpool  Aqueduct. 

“This  has  not  solved  the  problem  for  the  farms  and 
properties  on  the  higher  levels  of  Utkinton  including  the 
High  Billing©,  Quarry  Bank,  Hollins  Hill  and  Utkinton  Lane 
areas,  and  also  the  low  lying  Rushton  area,  where  they  still 
depend  on  private  wells,  one  public  well  and  other  doubtful 


sources,  of  supply.  Immediate,  rainfall  maintains  these  private 
supplies  more  satisfactorily,  but  this  only  emphasises  the  fact 
that  the  urgent  need  for  a  piped  service  to  these  areas  is 
acute.  There  seems  to  be  little  likelihood  of  the  matter  being- 
dealt  with,  however,  as  the  Ministry  of  Health  have  not 
approved  the  Joint  Major  Water  Scheme  proposals  submitted 
by  the  North wich  Urban  and  Rural  Councils  on  the  ground  that 
this  scheme  must  first  be  considered  in  relation  to  a  proposal  to 
create  a  new  Water  Board  at  present  under  consideration  and 
therefore  it  may  be  several  years  before  these  bad  areas  can 
receive  attention. 

“Water  main  extensions  are  projected  or  are  in  hand  at 
Barn  ton,  Lostock  Gralam,  Hartford,  Weaverham  and 
Tarporley  for  permanent  housing  scheme  needs1,  amounting  to 
J70  houses,  a  total  length  of  approximately  3,000  yards. 

“The  quality  of  water  obtained  from  the  Eddisbury 
Borehole  and  the  Crabtree  Green  springs  has  remained 
satisfactory  throughout  the  year,  but  in  regard  to  the 
Eddisbury  Borehole,  the  Council  made  an  application  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  for  approval  to  a  seheme  for  the  laying  of 
sewers  (constructed  as  watermains)  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  Eddisbury  Borehole  to  deal  with  the  sewage  from  about  30 
properties  in  the  inner  zone  of  protection  around  the  Borehole. 
The  Council  were,  however,  requested  to  renew  their  applica¬ 
tion  in  six  months  time. 

“The  reason  for  this  proposal  is  that  the  properties 
referred  to  discharge  their  sewage  underground  by  means  of 
soakaway  filter  and  whilst  the  Council  do  not  fear  trouble 
immediately  near  the  borehole,  due  to  the  presence  of  an 
impervious,  bed  of  marly  sandstone,  it  is  known  that  a  little 
distance  away  there  are  fissures  which  appear  at  the  surface, 
by  means  of  which,  it  is,  feared,  sewage  may  find  access  to 
the  subterranean  supply.  Consequently  there  is  every  likeli¬ 
hood  that  the  Council  may  renew  their  application,  as  it  is 
known  that  prevention  is  better  than  cure  in  these  matters. 
Chlorination  is  maintained  on  a  minimum  dose'  basis  and  this 
can  be  increased  if  necessary ;  but  the  Council  would  prefer 
measures  to  be  adopted  which  would  render  chlorination 
totally  unnecessary,  if  practicable. 

“A  small  extension  to  Northgate,  Utkinton  has  been 
carried  out  from  the  Liverpool  supply  to  Tarporley  where 
the  properties  were  previously  connected  to  an  inadequate 
and  unsatisfactory  private  estate  scheme.  This  effects  four 
dwelling  houses,  but  has  not  affected  the  Schools  and  other 
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properties  in  the  higher  Quarrybank  area,  the  supply  to  which 
is  unsatisfactory. 

“The  plans  previously  prepared  for  the  Weaverham 
Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  have  had  to  be  revised  due  to  the 
Council  having  decided  at  a  later  date  to  include  the  Parish 
of  Acton  in  addition  to  the  area  previously  included.  This 
has  entailed  extensive  surveys  to  determine  the  best  and  most 
economical  means  of  incorporating  this  added  area  so  as  to 
avoid  the  provision  of  separate  outfall  works,  but  the  plans 
are  now  well  advanced  and  it  is  hoped  that  ere  long  they  will 
be  submitted  for  the  approval  of  thei  Ministry,  due  to  the 
urgent  necessity  to  make  provision  for  the  much  needed  pail 
closet  conversion  scheme. 

“In  the  last,  report  it  was  suggested  that  it  may  be 
necessarv  to  find  a  new  site  for  the  Weaverham  Outfall,  but 
it  has  been  found  that  this  would  only  add  to  the  expense 
without  providing  any  conpensating  advantage. 

“The  provision  of  the  temporary  relief  drain  in  Weaverham, 
Northwich  Road  referred  to  in  the  previous  report,  has 
provided  a  safeguard  against,  the  flooding  which  previously 
occurred  at  this  spot. 

“It  is  the  Council’s  intention  to  proceed  with  closet  con¬ 
version  schemes  at  the  earliest  opportunity  in  the  Parishes 
of  Weaverham,  Cuddington,  Rudhath  (part)  and  Wincham, 
but  it  will  be  clear  that  this  can  only  be  carried  out  where 
the  existing  sewerage  schemes  will  permit.”' 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  routine  work  of  house  refuse  collection  has  been  main¬ 
tained  and  extended.  The  new  areas,  covered  are  Crowton, 
Acton,  Oakmere,  Delamere,  Byley,  Sproston,  Nether  Peover 
and  Allostock. 

Salvage  of  Materials  for  War  Purposes. 

Sale  of  Salvage  Materials  :  — 


1940  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945  Total 


Throughout  the  year  the  Council  has  maintained  its  position 
in  relation  to  other  districts  within  its  salvage  area.  The 
principal  sales  of  salvage  materials  were:  — 


Paper 

Iron 


120  tons  Textiles  (Rags  &  Sacking)  17  tons 
6  ,,  Bones  2J  , , 


91 

^2  >  ? 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Statement  of  Inspections  made  and  Notices  Issued. 


2S.VKTE  Mil 

Nature  of  Inspections  made. 

■ 

luxormal  Nonces 

bcatutoiy  Notices 

Number. 

Issued 

Compli¬ 
ed  with 

Issued 

Compli¬ 
ed  with 

I  . 

Dwelling  Houses  (general  inspection)  . . 

179 

92 

86 

8  ! 

8 

2. 

Dwelling  Houses  (overcrowding) 

13 

•  . 

3- 

Moveable  Dwellings 

15 

.  • 

4- 

Sanitary  Accommodation  to  Dwellings 

90 

36  | 

34 

5- 

Drainage,  Septic  Tanks  and  Cesspools  . . 

167 

*3 

78 

5 

5 

6. 

Ditches  and  Watercourses 

O 

,  . 

7- 

Offensive  Accumulations  . . 

11 

7 

7 

8. 

Keeping  of  Animals 

1 1 

6 

6 

9- 

Provision  of  Ashbins 

406 

405 

4°5 

1 

1 

IO. 

Supervision  of  Refuse  Collection 

887 

4 

4 

1 1 . 

Supervision  of  Refuse  Tips 

21 

2 

2 

,  . 

12. 

Slaughterhouses 

19 

1 

1 

13. 

Bakehouses  and  other  places  where  food 
is  prepared 

247 

4 

4 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

123 

52 

49 

15- 

Factories  etc. 

22 

•  • 

l6. 

Protection  &  sampling  of  Water  Supplies 

45 

•  . 

17- 

Canal  Boats 

6 

.  . 

.  . 

l8. 

Infectious  Diseases,  Investigations  and 
Disinfections 

82 

IQ. 

Schools,  Inspection  and  Disinfection  . . 

40 

1 

1 

•  • 

20. 

Disinfection  of  Premises 

130 

.  . 

•  • 

21. 

Deratisation  of  Premises 

4r3 

5 

5 

22. 

Smoke  Observations 

.  • 

23- 

Miscellaneous 

34 

24 

24 

24. 

Inspections  under  Rural  Housing  Survey 

703 

•  • 

Totals 

3666 

722 

706 

*4 

FACTORIES  INSPECTION. 


Premises. 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Number  of 
written  notices 

Occupiers 
Prosecuted . 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

22 

.. 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

Other  premises 

9 

Total 

22 

• 

Outworkers  :  There  are  no  outworkers  premises  in  this  district. 
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Section  D. 

HOUSING. 

Reasonable  standards  of  housing  have  been  maintained 
throughout  thei  District  during  1945.  The  very  serious  condition 
and  unfitness,  for  habitation  of  2  houses'  were  considered  by  the 
the  Council  and  their  demolition  was  agreed  to  immediately  the 
premises  were  vacated.  The  demolition  of  them  has  now  been 
carried  out. 

In  accordance  with  the  Ministry’s  instructions  a  Rural 
Housing  Survey  was  commenced  in  August  1945  and  an 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  was  appointed  temporarily  in  July 


1945  for  thisi 
1945  shows:- 

purpose.  A  progress 

report  up 

to  31st  December, 

No.  of  working-class 
houses  inspected. 

(R.  V.  £ 20  and  under) 

N  0. regarded 
as  requiring 
demolition. 

No.  found 
to  he 

overcrowded. 

Winch  am 

232 

69 

15 

Marston 

173 

49 

9 

Comber  bach 

141 

40 

3 

Marbury 

4 

— 

— 

Lostock  (part 

of)  144 

23 

2 

694 

t  ‘  -  - 

181 

29 

As  to  the  Council’s  programme-^  new  houses,  the  follow¬ 
ing,  kindly  furnished  by  Mr.  J.  Birtwistle,  sets  out  what,  at  the 
time  of  writing  in  1946,  is  now  well  in  hand  :  — 

“The  Council’s  first  year  Housing  programme  is;  for  270 
permanent  houses  and  these  are.  to  proceed  with  all  speed, 
eight  Contractors  having  signed  their  Contracts  and  work 
having  actually  commenced  on  six  sites,  as  follows:  — 


Barnton 
Hartford 

Lostock  Gralam  40  (34 

Marston  . .  36  (30 

Tarporley  ..  30  (24 

Weaverham  118  (98 

270  200 


do. 

4 

do 

do. 

2 

do 

do. 

4 

do 

do. 

14 

do 

56 

2  B.R.  Bungalows 

for  old  people) 

2  B.R.  Bungalows) 

do.  do. 

6  do.  do. 


30  (30  Parlour  type) 

16  (14  Living  Room  2  do. 
with  dining  space.) 

2 — 

4— 


14 


9 


The  three  types  include  provision  as  follows  : — 

Sup. 

s.  ft.  S.  ft.  Ft. 

Parlour  Type  (No.  5)  Sup.  area  House  1)00  +  Outbuildings  103.  Total  1003 

Non-Parlour  ,,  (No.  6)  ,,  ,,  ,,  898.J  +  ,,  98b  ,,  997 

Two-bedroom  ,,  (No.  7)  ,,  ,,  ,,  534  +  ,,  32.  „  566 

The  room  sizes  are  as  follows  :  — 

(No.  5)  L.R.  170,  Parlour  114,  Kitchen  74  sup.  ft, 

B.R.  No.  1  =  150,  B.R.  No.  2  =  116,  B.R.  No  3  =  81  sup.  ft, 

(No.  6)  L.R.  222,  Kitchen  130,  sup.  ft. 

B.R.  No.  1  =  142,  B.R.  No.  2  =  121,  B.R.  No.  3  =  76  „ 

(No.  7)  L.R.  160,  Kitchen  68  sup.  ft. 

B.R.  No.  1  =  120,  B.R-  No.  2  =  70  sup.  ft. 

The  Council  did  not  agree  to  provide  any  temporary 
housing  accommodation ,  but  have  provisionally  adopted  a 
four  year  programme  providing  for:  — 

1st  year  270 

2nd  ,,  500 

3rd  , ,  250 

4th  , ,  250 


1,270  houses 

Preparations  for  the  second  year  programme  are  in  hand 
on  27  sites  with  a  view  to  meeting  the  urgent  needs  of  the 
agricultural  population,  but  owing  to  the  rate  of  production 
being  slow  it  may  not  be  possible  to  keep  to  the  schedule 
quoted  above.” 

Section  E. 

FOOD  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION. 


Milk. — 53  samples,  of  milk  were 

submitted 

to  the  Public 

Health  Laboratory  during  the 
results  :  — 

year  with 

the  following 

(1)  For  the  presence  of  Tubercle 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Bacilli 

— 

9 

(2)  Graded  Milks  for  compliance 
with  prescribed  standards 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory , 

T.T.  Milk 

10 

5 

Accredited  Milk 

1 

2 

Pasteurised  Milk 

(3)  Cleanliness  tests1,  of  Ungraded 

18 

1 

Milks 

5 

2 

10 


Where  the  reports  were  unsatisfactory  the  producers  and/or 
retailers  concerned  were  informed,  and  in  the  case  of 
Accredited  producers  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  the 
County  School  of  Agriculture  notified  for  their  information 
and  attention. 


(b)  Meat. — 18  Slaughterhouse  licences  were  issued  under 
Section  57  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  All 
slaughterhouses,  however,  are  closed  due  to  the  operation 
of  the  undermentioned  Ministry  of  Food  Orders:  — 

S.R.  &  0.  41,  1940  —  “Livestock  Restriction  of  Slaughter,” 

January  13th,  1940. 

S.R.  &  0.  1856,  1940  —  “Livestock  Restriction  of  Slaughter,” 

October  19th,  1940. 


In  approving  the  issue  of  these  licences  the  Council  had  in 
mind  the  restriction  of  slaughtering,  and  therefore  re¬ 
frained  from  asking  for  any  repairs  or  renewals  which  in 
normal  times  they  would  consider  necessary. 

Under  Section  3  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animal’s  Act,  1933,  43 
slaughtermen  in  the  Rural  District  hold  licences  to 
slaughter. 

Diseases  of  Animals  Act. — 24  cases  of  suspected  Anthrax 
were  reported  under  the  above,  one  of  which  was  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. — No  cases  were  reported  under 
this  Order. 

(c)  247  inspections  were  carried  out  at  food  preparing  premises 
and  shops.  Only  4  cases  called  for  action.  During  the  course 
of  inspection  the  following  items  were  condemned  :  — 


60  lbs.  Oatmeal 

70  tins  Evaporated  Milk 

31  Cans  Meat  Roll 

4  tins  Chopped  Ham 
1184  lbs.  Cheese 

324  lbs.  Biscuits 

3  tins  Jam 

16  tins  Mackarel 
1  tin  Beans  with  Pork 
19  tins  Sardines 

5  tins  Canadian  Ham  Loaf 
1  tin  Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

4  tins  Pork  Sausage 
9  tins  Pilchards 

9  tins  Beans 
1  tin  Craw  Fish 
4  tins  Shrimps 


100  lbs.  Marrowfat  Peas 

2  tins  Vegetable  Salad 
107|  lbs.  Bacon 

37  lbs.  Butter 
740  lbs.  Beef 

3  tins  Sweetbreads 

5  tins  Meat  &  Veg.  Rations 
1  tin  Ox  Tongue 

1  tin  Casserole  Stewed  Steak 

2  tins  Heinz  Baked  Beans 
48  cans  Milk 

2  tins  Minced  Beef  Loaf 

1  tin  Sweet  Orange  Marmalade 
118  doz.  4oz.  Blocks  Chocolate 

5  tins  Corned  Beef 

3  tins  “Kam” 

2  tins  Mock  Turtle  Soup 
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Ice  Cream  Premises. 

The  requirements  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938,  relating 
to  such  premises  and  their  formal  registration  where  they  com¬ 
plied  with  these  requirements  have  been  most  carefully 
considered  by  the  Council  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  9  premises 
were  approved,  or  provisionally  approved,  for  registration. 

The  following  reports  were  received  from  the  Manchester 
Public  Health  Laboratory  on  samples  of  Ice  Cream  submitted 
during  the  year:  — 

(a)  Up  to  Grade  A  Milk  Standard  2  samples 

(b)  Not  up  to  Grade  A  Milk  Standard  2  samples 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Infestation  Order,  1943. 

The  Council  continues  to  operate  as  Agents  for  the  County 
Council  under  the  above  Order  in  respect  of  non- agricultural 
land. 


Section  F. 

FREYALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OYER  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

(1)  The  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases,  other  than  Measles, 
was  low  and  calls  for  no  special  comment. 

Of  the  3  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified,  none  had  received 
protective  treatment  under  the  Council’s  Scheme.  There 
were  no  deaths  from  Diphtheria  during  the  year. 


Incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis),  during  the  year  1945. 


Diseases. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital 

| 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

42 

41 

Diphtheria 

3 

3 

— 

Pneumonia 

5 

— 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

—  - 

Measles  ... 

270 

— 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

35 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

I 
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Specimens  submitted  for  Bacteriological  Examination. 


Examined  for. 

Number 

submitted 

Res 

ult. 

Positive 

Negative 

Diphtheria  Bacilli 

65 

7 

58 

Typhoid  Group 

14 

— - 

14 

Haemolytic  Streptococci 

76 

8 

71 

Vincents  Angina 

1 

— 

1 

Brucella  Abortus 

1 

1 

— 

The  large  number  of  specimens  submitted  during  the  year 
to  the  Laboratory  for  the  presence  of  Haemolytic 
Streptococci  arose  from  a  successful  attempt  to  limit 
the  spread  of  Scarlet  Eever  and  Tonsilitis  infections 
during  the  early  part  of  the  year  amongst  the  children 
of  a  Waifs  and  Strays  Home  evacuated  from  Liverpool 
to  Tarporley,  and  amongst  whom  streptococcal  in¬ 
fection  at  one  time  threatened  to  become  widespread 
As  a  result  of  wholesale*  swabbing  and  other  clinical 
manifestations,  2  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  .infection  and 
8  children  with  Haemolytic  Steptococcal  infection  of 
the  throat  or  nose  were  admitted  to  the  local  Isolation 
Hospital.  Their  departure  from  the  Home  to  Hospital 
served  to  bring  the  threatening  epidemic  to  an  end. 

(2)  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  table  below  details  the  ages  of  both  new  cases  and 
deaths  from  both  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases,  and  Mortality  during  1945. 


New 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Non- 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

1-5  years 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5-15  „  . 

— 

— 

2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

U-25  „  . 

2 

o 

O 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-55  „  . 

1 

2 

1 

— 

2 

*> 

O 

— 

1 

35-45  „  . 

1 

_ 

— 

_ 

2 

— 

— 

— 

45-55  , . 

— 

_ 

— 

_ 

3- 

— 

— 

— 

55-65  . . 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

3 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards  ... 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

5 

6 

4 

7 

12 

4 

— 

2 

Number  of  patients  on  register  at  31st  December,  1944  —  27*2. 

Number  of  patients  on  register  at  31st  December,  1945  —  238. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  whilst  during  the  war  years 
there  has  been  a  steady  increase,  year  by  year,  in  the 
number  of  Tuberculosis  patients  on  the  District’s 
register,  some  of  the  1945  reduction  (from  272  to  238 
cases)  is  accounted  for  by  a  review  made,  with  the 
County  Medical  Officer's,  and  local  Doctors’  assistance, 
of  the  register  as  a  whole,  and  the  removal  therefrom  of 
a  limited  number  of  old  recovered  cases. 

65  Sputum  specimens  were  examined  at  the  County 
Council’s  Laboratory  during  the  year ;  four  being  reported 
on  as  positive. 

13)  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

During  1941  -  1945  the  progress  made  in  the  Rural  area 
under  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Scheme,  which  was 
commenced  jointly  in  1941  through  the  Joint  M.O.H. 
Committee,  can  be  gathered  from  the  following  figures:  — 


Percentage  of  Children  treated 

1941. 

1942. 

1943. 

1944. 

1945. 

between  0-4  years  of  age  ... 
Percentage  of  Children  treated 

25-3% 

37*2  °/o 

37  T% 

34*5°/o 

35-2°/o 

between  5-14  years  of  age  ... 

737% 

77-7°/. 

78-3  ’/= 

80-78/. 

76-6% 

The  total  number  of  children  known  to  have  received  pro¬ 
tective  treatment  in  the  Northwich  Rural  area  up  to 
December,  1945  was  5,962  of  whom  242  have  received 
“booster”  injections. 

The  slow  improvement  in  the  percentages  of  “under  fives” 
receiving  treatment  under  the  Council’s  Scheme  during 
these  vears  has  been  noted  and  the  Council  further  con- 
sidered  the  difficulty  which  parents  living  in  outlying 
parishes  met  with  when  their  homes  are  situated  at  a  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  nearest  Immunisation  Centre.  To  meet  this 
difficulty  the  Council  agreed  that  in  outlying  areas,  e.g. 
Delamere,  Tarporley,  Utkinton,  etc.,  children  should  attend 
their  own  Doctor’s  Surgery  by  arrangement. 

For  those  children  whose  homes  are  not  in  isolated  parts,  of 
the  District  the  following  Centres  are  available:  — 

(1)  Child  Welfare  Centre^  Winnington  Street,  Northwich. 

(sessions  held  twice  monthly). 

(2)  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Weaver  Street,  Winsford. 

(sessions  held  monthly). 
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(3)  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Middlewich.  (sessions  held 

monthly) . 

(4)  Occasional  sessions  held  at  Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Barn  ton,  and  at  Wincham  and  Weaverham  Schools. 

A  certain  number  of  children,  whose  parents,  prefer  it, 
receive  the  treatment  privately  through  their  own  Doctors 
to  whom  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  free  supply  of 
prophylactics  is  made  available  for  this  purpose. 

(4)  SCABIES  AND  VERMINOUS  INFESTATION. 

The  arrangements  made  in  1942  through  the  Joint  M.O.H. 
Committee  for  the  treatment  of  Scabies  and  Pediculosis 
patients  worked  very  satisfactorily  during  1945  and  patients 
of  the  Itural  District  received  cleansing  treatment  at  the 
North wich  and  Winsford  Cleansing  Centres. 

The  steady  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  Scabies  since  1942 
can  be  gathered  from  the  following  :  — - 


1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

Cases  of  Scabies 

755 

453 

399 

243 

Cases,  of  Pediculosis 

25 

12 

12 

17 

Total 

780 

465 

411 

260 

Number  of  House- 

holds  involved 

270 

184 

169 

119 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  D.D.T.  Pyrethrum  Powder  was 
used  for  the  first  time*  in  the  disinfestation  of  clothing,  etc., 
of  Pediculosis  patients. 

The  practice  of  home  disinfection  in  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  (including  Tuberculosis)  and  the  eradication  of  vermin 
was  continued  during  the  year.  All  the  Schools  in  the  District 
were  disinfected  at  least  once  during  the  year  and  34  houses 
were  disinfested  for  the  purpose  of  eradicating  vermin.  In 
particular  the  arrangements  made  for  the  disinfection  of 

mattresses  and  bedding  of  Tuberculosis  cases  have  been 

“  tightened  upv  and  full  use  of  the  steam  disinfector  at  the 

Davenham  Isolation  Hospital  has  been  made  during  the  year. 

I  would  like  to  say  in  closing  this  report,  how  much  I 
appreciate  the  help  I  have  received  from  the  Members  of 

the  Council  and  Officials  in  dealing  with  the  various  matters 
which  have  arisen  during  the  year. 

W.  S.  SLATER,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S.,,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


October,  1946. 
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